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Austria’s Reply a Defense of U-Boats; Unacceptable to U. S.
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WOOD ASKED $5,000 FOR CONTRACT;
- “WORTHIT,”HE SAID, SWEARS WITNESS

WILSON AND LANSING REJECT
THE DEMANDS OF AUSTRIA

-~ FOR PROOF AGAINGT U-BOAT

Official Text of Note Not Yet Re-|

ceived in Washington, but It Is

Declared There Will Be No Fur-

ther Discussion of the Facts.

NOT BOUND, SAYS VIENNA,
BY NOTE ON LUSITANIA

WASHINGTON, Dec
mote on the Ancona is regarded, on the basis of the unofficiat reports
peceived to-day from London and Amsterdam,
unacceptable and disappointing to the United States, Diplomatic rela-
fions between the two countries may safely be described as standing at

bl'elking point,

\ The cabled extracts from the Austrian reply indicate that

the Austro-Hungarian Government complains of the sharpness

of the American note,

cerning the attack on the Ancona, to

16.—Austria’s reply to Secretary Lansing’s

says the note omits the evidence con-

which “it must attribue

2 higher degree of trustworthiness than to a commander of the
Imperial Royal Navy;" calls for more spe
the fatz of American
Hungary is bound by the correspondence
Lusitania case and declares the
“must preserve full liberty to urge its own legal interpretations
during the discussion of the Ancona case.”

WILL REFUSE TO DISCUSS FACTS.
President Wilson and Secretary Lansing u-e

until they have the ofticial translation and text at hand,

puthoritatively thot the United States will enter into no exchange
ppinion as suggested and absolulely will decline to discuss the facts of
the lorpedoing and shelling or the Ancona by an Austrian submarine, with
foss of American lives,

Soon after noon the State Depariment began to receive a long
fispatch from Ambassador Penfield. Officials said it was not the Aus
trlan Government's reply to the Ancona note, but was a personal report
of an informative nature on the situation from the Ambassador himself,
fThere was ne indication of when the fext of the reply would be received
pr il it was in transit,

From such parl of the unofficial text as is contained in the news
Hespatches, officials considered the reply vague in many respects, but
they were not prepared to decide whether that was caused by the trans.
lation.

The suggestion for an exchange of opinlons—the virtual roquest for a
bill of particulars of the Awmerlean complaint against the sotion of Lho

e Jetails covermg

Citizens; rejects the idea that Austro

vith Germany on the

Austro-Hungarian Government

pubmarine commander—and the proposal for a digseussion of the facts woro |

clearly set forth In the unoMcial text and the officials of the State Depart
ment who have knowledge of Its policy unhesitatingly declared that all
would be refused. I was mude clear that the United States does nol
propose lo enter into a diplomatic discussion which would have posaibilitios
of being prolonged almost indefinitely,

NOTE BASED ON VIENNA STATEMENTS. o

A8 Becretary Lansing bused the representations In his note upon the
oMolal statement of the Austrian Adwmiralty iself, American oficials are
#t & loss to understand where there Is much room for discussion or dispul
of facts.

American officials believed that taking as a basls the ofMclal admission
of the Austrian Admiralty that the Ancona wus shelled, torpedood and sunk
while passengers still were aboard, there would be little room for discus-
plon of Becrelary Lansing's contention that the commander violated the
principles of internatlonal law and humanity and that It was “wanton
plaughter of defenceless non-combatants.”

Offelals pointad out to-day that a thoroughly unsatisfactory and unye-
pponsive reply from Austrin would bring diplomatie relations between the
¢two countries to a crisis hecause of the closing words of Secretary Lan
ping's note, which declared that “good ralatigns between tho two countries
pest upon a common régard for law and humanity,” and that Austria, ap-
'ml‘t[n‘ the gravity of the case, “wlll aceede to e (the United Startes)
@emand promptly.”

Bpecifically, the American note demasnded denonncing the sinking of
e Ancona as “an illegal and I(ndefensible act”
gommander who “perpetrated the deed” and the payment of an indemnity

tContiaved on Becond Page)

o

as wholly unsatisfactory, |

reserving  comment |
but it is stated |

the punishment of tho |

WILSON AND GALT |
ARRIAGE LIENSE
 HAS BEENSSUED

[ —

Rev. Herbert
Washington Named in Docu-

Scott Smith of

ment as Officiating Minister.

PAPER IS NUMBER 72,225,

| Fee of $1 Paid by Chief Usher
|
of White House—Wedding
on Salurday Night,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 16, —Bearing
the big red s=en] of the Distriet of
Columbin Marviage Lavens No,

723306 was I=surd at 2.30 o'vlovk this
authiorizing  thy

Hoont

Hev, Dr,

aflernoon

| Herbept Smilh, rector if St

e
Y

WOOD OFFERED “INFLUENCE”
ON'A GONTRAGT BEFORE HiM,

'Recalled Attaches as They Looked
I‘o-Day Snapped on Fifth Avenue
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der Separation Deed. .

TESTIMONY

I5 BITTER.|  Money From His Concern and,
\Wife Declared He Had Caed) T @iling, Told Wood He

| States, His Native “Couldn’t Talk to Him.”

| United
o T ISAYS WOOD ARRANGED TALK
IN HIS PRIVATE OFFICE
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| roxpox, bee 18-
| tavor of Margarita Armstrong Drexal,
of, the An-

A Jndgment In

wife Amearican banker,

Public Service Commissioner Robert C. Wood was directly acousad
the hearing of the Thompson Investigating Committee to-day of
suggesting that he be paid 85,000 for his influence in awarding a contract

thony J. Drexe!l, was rendered to-day

in her sult to regover money upder i at
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